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Water

Major challenges lie ahead for $3.6 billion Cornpeted in 1888 Crystal Springs Dam
fi

survived the 1906 earthquake. pump staton

bow it wiM be repiaced in San FranciscosDlan to fix by 2016 the water system ior pending repairs and it may be raised feet to

its historic height. Jat

14 millionpeople in four counties PhotobyMaronSoftky

By MARON SOFTKY Almanac Staff Writer

Tater is essential to life. What woud BAWUA which represents the 29 sub over 14 years
we do without it urban water agencies that buy their water through enviro

Lets hope this mantra energizes the wholesale from San Francisco. Under mental revie

people undertaking repair of San Fran- BAWUAs contract with San Francisco oversee the proj

cisco aging water system before an rate increases would only appear on hills ects and

earthquake or other disaskr damages after specific projects are completed. them ri

pipes and tunnels putting nuilhon peo The capital improsement plan includes in time.

pie in four counties at risk of dry taps for 77 piojects to repair strengthen and re Only then

up to days p1 in facilities that carry water the risk red

the luinberinr. eh bil rcc major arthquake faults the says Mr
tate and cx and th nus ci Hayward and San Andreas. Fhe risk Sn go assay until th oj National rk Thc decision to

water 160 roil fr
hirty seven projects costing $2 bil ect is done. flood iurri valley as it

faucets in ncis ii Sa ho would improve the regional system Meansshile Je ii as Yo lit hey biok th

Clara and At mcda ounties the rest benefit only San create ic ii an of pio at oi
took major step forward rancisco. whateve ef Muir er on nt ed
last week. Some of these facilities earthqu the folk wii

On May 28 the San Fran re really old. The oldest lies Ln on Over th 10 ar
cisco Public tilities Corn

ipeline across the Bay from ci es and ou lop tern hat ve tr 00
mission SFPLC ii Newark Menlo Prk br

ii at shape rescrsoiis power stt

iiously appros ed
ample entered sers ice in at ci ets il tions in thL mount ns threL ciant

billion capital irii 5. In all the S1PUC ers und rer vd pii
provem it propram to re rates ru naI svs en Its roi Just ttei systcni ntiii mu ic oss the Sa
pci ret ihiIitate in nade up ot ci erev p1 in it coin iiti ity coot Icy. tunnel tI ugli
the wate syst in oi tsso wate tilti ati plint ncy llan sai ane pipe ss lb

rs stpoik mnothc
ive pUni tati iis fl h. ii By rig COO

lhon ifl pr Jeets to up mu win mo i. An amazing System ii ed thi uh Ic ii ir
ralc tr in ise sewer an 281 ile pip in It 86 ai Ahia I. neo as Red ood yst
vst ohs

ii ii 10 ly iesid di ra ci its IiIst ke
aI

ins.
the tifl t1i PU ii lar os VatC in Pul is emp

Ii nt
itulate lit ne moty pul was JlOO it

is JCflCi iI

ss it Er iiicisc ss itCr
Pi \Iart aid Ml

VO
Tilt nd no ow. ti ii

us tra to auciCss thC aicI
iìinsu1 iii IRC \al fa liLies is PC huiC iinz po ukcare

risks md challCng of the Ie II ley It desCrib an Co Wa tion ii CCOflO ol the \i
1k tCh HetChs stei and ahut tsv ft iids of the tCi and Po pub thC Cty and \ow iowflake tt at land on \It Dais

ur eal del ivLr ystein Ilion gal Ions sr iy
tha

unty of Sciil rai Ci5CO in 994. or Vt yel in iii end up in
hC fleW plan now koCs to the Sai Fran San ha iCisC de1iers and ahot te in the 19th

eCntury Sai ErinCisco shower in st Palo \lt stC di er at SC
isCO Board of Super\ isors for adopti two thu ds of the ii I. slak its thir. from ft Peninsula ia quoia Hospit ii or lawn stei in sy.

tern in
neludiiig possibly placing bond issue If majority of San Francisco soters am William Bourn Sprink Valley Water Woodside fl inks to those snotl skCs
helore San FranCisco soters November thoriie revenuC bonds ii Noember and Company. hloli Mr Bowi estate and and OK sstern that deliveis them SanWsether voters face billion bond is lull financing is secured the SFPLC has the 000 acre Peninsula Watershed and Francisco and its suburbs enjoy some of the
sue or smaller one may depend on the fte to gear up to carry out project that is lakes are monuments to that best City water in the world.
of bill Camed by state Sen. Jackie Speier. times as laige as anything it has nianaged great 1906 earthquake provided
DFIillsboruugli. that still in the Legisla beforC Were ramping up from spending wake up call whiCh 15 still warning What needs to be done
ture. SB 1870 would create financing au $20 million year to $200 million per The Spring Valley water supply was cut But the system is vulnerable

espethority that would allow the suburban year Assistant General Manager William off and San Francisco burned for three cially to earthquakes.
communities that use two4hirds of San Berry told an outreach meeting in Red- days. The Crystal Springs Dam survived. Bay Crossing Pipeline 60 inches in di
Franciscos water to help pay for the repairs wood City last month In any case the Peninsula couldnt

pro ameter was built in 1925 Its 66-inch corn
In any case everybodys water bill will This is the hard part actually making the vide enough water to supply the growing panion Pipeline entered service in 1936.

go up. If the bond is $3.6 billion suburban projects happen The steps are numerous city It looked to the Sierra The Irvington Tunnel carries all the wa
users will see their bills go up about $2 daunting and likely deadline-stretching. On December President ter from Hetch Hetchy 3.5 miles near themonth over the term of the repair proj- The SFUC has to hire new staff and Woodrow Wilson signed the Raker Act Calaveras and Hayward faults in Alameda
ect says Art Jensen general manager of consultants award contracts to do design authorizing dam in the Hetch Hetchy
the Bay Area Water Users Association and construction of $3.6 billion in projects Valley of the Tuolumne River in Yosemite See WATER page
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ow 42 inch submarne pipehre across Newark Slough ii 192b

et DS Ca
WAThR be without water for five or or Francisco stops delivering water

continued from page 14 20 days up to worst case of theres nothing we can do.

eed hgh speed 60 days Menlo Park is looking tt wells

County It has no bypass yct. and conducting study th East

And Jo What then Palo Alto of constructing ion

fred of tedup phone The capital improvement pro Wc need rcgional crisis man tmenency reseivcir. If Menlo

gram approved by the SFPUC last agern nt plan to limit the hard Park ould lose water Mr Nino

tnes week addresses these and other shit of such catastrophe and says We tell everyone to cut

problems with the rickety system. cope wflh its tragic human and use especially the big water

It would upgrade and strengthen economic impact says Mr users such is SLAC the golf

facilities and build in redundancy Jensen. Its fighting fires It course. Tyco and SRI

I_ to assure that water would con hospital care you can steed The Cal rma Water Servi

tinue to flow reliably after an ize equipment. It jobs. Co has better news for its cus

earthquake or other disastei. Mr. arlin promised San ran tomer in the Bear Cuich District

olving all of you hg hspeed At the same time the program cisc will work with BAWUA which serves Atherton. Woodside

would expand the capacity of the on cri i. management We need Poitola Valley parts of Menlo
nternet neeus

system in order meet future di to divvy up the witer among cus Park and adjacent iincorporated

mand projected to increase 25 tomers iking sure it goes areas We are in bcttci shape

percent by 2030 The plan in where its ne ded most he says says District Manag Datin Dun

ta rt at ludes adding fourth barre to If the Bay Area del very system can. Right now we have at least

the three existing San Joaquin holds up in an earthquake the 30 days of full supplies.

56k frr 59 95 Valley piehnes and adding air system can be run backwards to Cal Water has its own 200
-I -f othei pipeline around the South get ssater wfere its needed most. acie wateished above Woodside

month Bay. This would increase relia Mr arliii says We need to which ferds 12 niil ii gal

hility and redundancy says make sure ies can get water to Ion reservoir in Athe ton It
sup

Michael Carlin planning nan hospitals plies about 15 peicent of the

ager for tI SPUC Mr. Jensen is worried about water used in the district. Be

new larger pum station ana woat will iappen it local pipe cause lot ot pip ross ui

biggei pipes iw the Crystal stems are me sed up and San Andreas Fault the di trict

Springs Dam would increase both tored water can get to eommu can switch water inc to

aD oUfr rd ahilit and capacity In addi nities that need Some comniu another Wi ye it re

on the plan considers raising ties iave Ic tl an day worth dundar Mi Iu ican

287 rystal Strings Dim eight feet to ri wati in lo al sto ag he says

increase rage ca ity in the Men Park an cx imple of What next
lakes talkrig about rais botl \ornially the ity water Ni ss that San Iraiicisc hasKm ing the dam its historic height department deliseis million p1 in the big questK is in it

Mr ar says gall ns per day to iesidents busi deliver

nesse and institutions in the in very upbeat about it Mr

REALITYWIRELESS What wLsLIrI au eatcrr paL of th Beriy t0Id tht audienLi Ped

What ii you turned on the tap city aceo ding to Ruben Nino wood City think all the stai

and nothing caine out engineering diiector are aligning and something will

This is real possibility. ihe Ihe Shar rn Heights area and happen

nr rrxi iAIn rcc rriAicsmur earthquake may not wait for San SLAC are served by mih Art Jensen and many outside of

nLtLi 1E VVLIl1lV Francisco to get its act together lion gallon reservoir which could San Francisco are skptical

AAQ 7fl and fix its system. The US. Ge last two days Mr Nino
says

There is high risk of the PUCwrj JiL
ological Survey has estimated But the city has no storage at not cetting the job done because

saes@reaIitywireIessnetworks corn 70 percent probability of inag all in the flatlands which in of historical performance Mr
nitude 70 earthquake within the eludes the Willows Linlield Oaks Jensen said. Ihere is great Un-

wwwseahtywireIessnetworkscom next 30 years. and Civic Center and industrial certainty what will happen espe

Residents and hupessc could aieas. Mr ino as If San cially oer 14 ears
16 June 2002 The Almanac
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Kiebe .jii vich ani1 \rd. back row from eft Paddy 1itchell Briggs Sue Hoklerman Jon Silver

and Ted E. lcdy.

Dog Owners seek off4eash

dog park at PV Town Center

By Sharon Drscofl dogs in clean safe environ Committee for consideratiow

..

AmanacStaffi ment without endangering or an But with plans for Town Hall

epresentatiVes
from the Por noying other people property or reconstruction project on hold

tola Valley Dog Owners wild life said Ms. HoIderman while geologists try to pin down

roup recently delivered town ordinance requires all the location of the San Andreas

6OOsignature petition to the Town dogs at Town Center to be on Fault offshoot known as the

Council asking for an off4eash leash though the law is some Woodside trace at Town Center it

dog park at Town Center. times ignored said Mr. Silver could be while before this re

The petition
which was circu- former councilman Thered be quest is realized

lated by Joan Klebe Jackie less temptation for people to let Town Administrator Angela

Starkovich Ellie Mitchell Su dogs off leash in inappropriate ar Howard said that decisions on

san Holderman and Jon Silver eas at Town Center if they had what will go where at Town Cen

urged the council to establish designated park he said. ter cant be made until results of

securely enclosed off4eash dog The group offered to work with the faultexploration project now

park
committee to make the dog under way are known and the

Off4eash play areas are park reality and the council council decides how to proceed

places where people can socialize forwarded the request to the with its plans to rebuild Town

with other folks and exercise their towns Parks and Recreation Hall.

Trash pickup that is in excess of their weekly Blidt meetbi

Atherton residents will now pickup The Atherton City special City Council meeting

be able to schedule special Council approved the change at to review Athertons draft oper

trash pickup days with the its May 15 meeting and ating and capital budget for the

towns garbage contractor BFI amended the towns contract coming fiscal year is set for

Waste Systems. Instead of with BFL Monday June 17 at pm.

town-wide spring and fall The change is expected to lower The council is expected to then

cleanup days which took place costs discourage illegal dumping consider the budget at its regu

on dates set by BFI Athertoni and reduce the amount of garbage larly scheduled meeting of

ans will be able to schedule up Atherton sends to the dump be Wednesday June 19. The special

to two pickups per year when cause it is unlikely that every meeting was scheduled in order

ever they want them. household in town will schedule for the town to have an approved

Cleanup days offer residents two cleanup days year said budget in place before the new

the opportunity to get rid of old Atherton senior planner Lisa fiscal year starts on July 1. For in

furniture and other bulky trash Costa Sanders. formation call 752M500.


