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gh the official filing date
into city pohtlcs although he has

nl the mlddle of July, can~

who are also endorsmg

yxs M. Carlson s ﬁrst foray

orked as. an

. eXtremely
_proud of the

woman D1d1 Flsher Ms. 1

Speakmg on behalf of hxmself :
and Ms. Chapman, Mr. Dudley
added “We both‘feel that he 1s' .

. LaslLomitas Elementary School
Three seats for a four-year term. Trustee Kerry

~ Bouchier won't seek election; mcumbents Lee

’s ofﬁces durmg the same pe- k

f an mcumbem: does not ﬁlef‘ ‘

for re-electlon the filing deadline is

automatxcally extended five calen- ~

ar days.

Elections will be held in the fol- ,

lowing cities and districts
_ Atherton: Three seats fora.
Incumbent Dianne “Didi®
nounced her candidacy for re-election while
Col ‘man Bob Huber has decided agamst

r-year term
_Fisher has an—k ;

of Portola Valley for Ward

. Palo Atto for Ward 5. Pr

Sequoia Hospltal sttnct. Four terms ‘
__San Mateo County Harbor Dlstrict Two

: terms of four years each.

 For further information, ca!f the county Reg-

“ lstranon-Elecnons Division at 312! 5370 or the
- ’appropnate c:ty c!erks offnce -

A CHILD’SWORLD -

f Lookmg for a nanny, au pair, tutoring, musxc les<0m7 - -

k See todays Clasmﬁed Section!

. To advertlse call 854—0858
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dwesl Resorls

, 'angmg hature of today’s vehl
nd brake sysfems, you should be sure
whoever installs your new brakes, or d
 brake repairs on'your car, is ASE certified.
Due to cost and the ra,gxdly changing tech-
cars, not everyone

29 poompay « o ”""f"ﬁ“q' ‘
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Cover Story

Bigger
Than the

Canyon

David Hettig and Kym
Gentrg of Menlo Park
deSc'end rapids bigger
- than those in the
Gfand Canyon in first
_descents on t'he\
_ Mekong River in

‘China’s rugged west

In their other life,
David Hettig and Kym
Gentry of Menlo Park

appear like the

normal Silicon Ualley
professionals they are.
Mr. Hettig is an atiorney
specializing in wills and
.estaies; Ms. Gentry is
sales and marketing
director for Creative -
Network, a small
computer consuiting
firm in Palo flto.
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- By Marion Softky

he river slowed omi-
nously as the group of
eight Americans and a
Chinese scientist floated
toward the gorge where
half a mountain had slid
.into the Mekong River
in the wilds of Yunnan
Province in  western
China.

“We thought, ‘Uh-oh,’”
“ says Menlo Park attor-
ney David Hettig, one of
. the Americans on the
first descent of a 100-mile -stretch of the
Grand Canyon-scale river that descends 2,500
miles from the Tibetan plateau to the storied
delta in Vietnam.

The rafters pulled out to scout the rapid.
Uh-oh indeed. “These were the biggest rapids

~ any of us had ever seen. They were like two of

the largest Grand Canyon rapids put together
—- and then some,” Mr. Hettig recalls, adding

half jokingly, “We spent the night on the
bank above the rapids, and everyone sat down
and wrote their wills.”

The first to go through the rapids the next
morning was Dr. Fred St. Goar, a Menlo Park
cardiologist and “superb kayaker.” Pictures
show a very small dot among frothing waves.
“He had the ride of his life,” says Mr. Hettig.

Mr. Hettig rowed the rapids with Han
Chunyo, a paleogeographer from the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, as passenger. He de-
scribes the next harrowing moments: “I went
into the hole, and the oar ripped right out of
my hand. I had to get the knife out and cut the
spare oar free — and not stab the raft — and
get the oar into the oarlock, while being
bounced by six-foot waves.” Another 16-foot

* raft flipped, and Dr. Robert Rabkin of Sausal-

ito did the rapids under water — but somehow
alive. : ‘

They named the rapids “Dragon’s Teeth”
for the dragon that the locals think lives un-
derground. Sometimes he moves, causing the




earthquakes that regularly shake the seismi-
cally active area. One such earthquake trig-
gered-the landslide that created the rapids.

The pioneering trip down 100 never-rafted
miles of the Mekong River was more than just
an adventure. It was a geological reconnais-
sance sponsored by the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and led by geologist Peter Winn of
the non-profit Earth Science Expeditions to
check maps and identify geologic features in
remote areas of western China away from
roads and trails,

The Mekong River, the 11th longest in the
world, originates on the Tibetan platean near
the Yangtze. It flows south through 5,000-foot
canyons, formed, like wrinkles on a tablecloth,
as India relentlessly shoves under Asia to
raise the Himalayas and Tibet. Then — larger,
wider and slower ~— the river passes through
Burma, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Viet-
nam on its way to the South China Sea. This
is also earthquake country, where the dragon
under the earth is often restless.

Through the’ gorges of ‘western. Yunnan
Province, the Mekong River is much like the
Colorado through the Grand Canyon, Mr.
Hettig says. Over their 200-mile exploration,
it drops 9 feet per mile - slightly less than
the Colorado in the Grand Canyon. This drop
makes for big rapids, which are graded on the
Colorado River scale of 1 to 10, where 10 is
basically unrunnable.

The trip was also an amazing opportunity
for the rafters — all of whom had Grand
Canyon experience — to see an area of China
so remote that many natives didn’t even speak
Chinese and had never before seen foreign
“round eyes.” :

“Many of the people had never been more
than two days’ walk from their home,” says
Mr. Hettig. “They aresstill plowing with bare
feet and wooden plows.” :

Nevertheless, for Mr. Hettig the people, not
the thrills and spills, were the high point of his

-trips. “They are just delightful,” he says.

Mr. Hettig has actually been on two trips on

Cover Story

Left: David Hettig plunges solo
down the “No Exit” rapid - so
vicious they rated it “11 on a’
scale of 18” on the Mekong River.

Abowve: This charmer was typical of
the friendly, unspoiled villagers who
enchanted the rafting crew members
on their voyage down the remote
Mekon River. She specially loved the
bubbies they brought aiong to
entertain the children.

Below: Kym Gentry shares a moment
with a village family. Many were
minorities who had never seen
foreigners and didn’'t even know
Chinese. - ‘

third exploratory trip, this time to the Litang
River, closer to Tibet.

the Mekong River. In November 1995, they
spent 10 days scouting the 100 miles above
the Man Wan Dam, a day-and-a-half bumpy
ride west of the provincial capital of Kunming:
In April 1997, Mr. Hettig and a somewhat dif-
ferent group spent another 10 days floating
and bouncing down the hundred miles down-
stream from the Man Wan Dam. This dam,
completed in 1992, is the first of 10 planned
for the Mekong River. On the second trip the
flotilla drifted through the construction project
for the next dam. ,

Next September Mr. Hettig hopes to joina

_ Woman on board
_ Mr. Hettig’s second trip featured a new
wrinkle — and not in the land.-A woman
joined;‘the,fokrmerly all-male group:
 Kym Gentry, also of Menlo Park, brought,
not heavy river experience, but knowledge of
China and Chinese, fearless energy, and a gift

(Cohtinuedyon’ next page)
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' & MOVING?
EAsy ‘Q - A :
TRANSH(OVS - @ EASY
‘TRANSITIONS
AFFORDABLE HOUSEHOLD
PACKING & UNPACKING
We Settle youin . . .
“Right Down to Making

the Bed and Leaving
You Dinner

Call Today
Susan Hamilton

(650) 562-0570

Personalized Day Sa ]
In Menlo Park'

. “Across the Bridge ondles” were amon

‘ Stelnway Console $3995 ‘
Yamaha Grand  $7288 |
Baldwin Grand $4995 ,
Splnet Piano  $988° ,
 TOO MANY BARGAINS TO LIS

4333 El Camino
ENINSULA PALO ALTO _ round eyes Man;

JANO BROKERS (650 049-2600 S e




‘;portaged around the. rapnd Mr.

Hettig let his raft go downstream

_ unloaded on a line, b
; long, he finally ran

 without passengers -
. aged to avmd Just ,

1 saw David try1
rout of the eddy,

to be a team wor,kmg; through ;

_problems. It has to be a team
where everybody looks out for

Mary O Shaughnessy of‘

Yy
 Perri O’ Shaughnessy novels will

be at Kepler’s Books at 7:30 p.m.

_ Tuesday, July 14, to sign their

fourth novel, “Breach of Justlce
. (Delacorte Press).
The book is part of a series

,k that began with the sisters’ first
__novel, “MOHOI] to Suppress.” The

leading character is attorney Nina

_ Reilly, who practices law and 8
_ lives in South Lake Tahoe.

_ Pamela O’Shaughnessy, agradu-

ate of Harvard Law School,

kgworked as an attorney in the
_ Tahoe area for several years and

now resides in Pacific Grove.
‘Mary O’Shaughnessy has lived

_in Ladera with her husband and

children for the past eight years. a

Two of the children attend

. ‘.D,’,.c.,

_ Menlo-Atherton High School; one

_is a student a La Entrada School.

_Ms. O’Shaughnessy’s background
is that of a writer and editor for
pnntmg, with a total of 715,000
‘copxes in prmt Last summer their

- multi-media projects.
The sisters have Just completed

‘and Denver.

 They also have a new paperback
out, “Obstruction of Justice,”

which has gone into its second

i second' novel, “Invasion of Pri-

’”

_ vacy,” was on the New York
_ Times bestseller list. .
“Our novels are a mixture of le-
gal thriller and mystery, with a lit-

tle humor and social comment

*f;thrown' in because we can’t re-
sist,” says Mary [0) Shaughnessy

,,‘Road ra:é e’ leads to assault on drlver 1n Atherton

" By JESSIE SEYFER

What started as a strugg]e to.

‘merge into a lane on Marsh Road

ended in an assault on a driver by

three men in another car on Sun-

ported.

The dnverktold pohce he was

' slapped and punched in the face,

and a Club anti-theft device
thrown at his hip while he was in
his car at the intersection of Mid-

dlefield Road and Oak Grove Av—
entie.

The inmdent began : around 5: ; '0'

p.m. Sunday, when the drlver

heading west on Marsh Road, at-
; _tempted to merge into a lane and
day, July 5, Atherton pohce re-  oie blocked by a car, occupxed by
 three men, he told police.

 Once he managed to merge, the

car tailgated him, said Pohce Capt
Steve Chaput .

When the cars reached the in-

tersecnon of Mlddleﬁeld Road and

- Oak Grove Avenue, the three men

got out of thei ar,,surrounded the

Chaput said.

When the traffic

the drl, er’s accolnt,

yhce were able tod

the three men

‘ bemg sought said Capt Chaput.
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