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Scotch catfie providk nt alternatives

it might very well be Scot1a1. cotbine the hardiness uf wild 1LrIIdOS Stabilization aiui Conservation Coinnittee

Fog swirling 2t1OUIIl the steep rugged sheep with the advantages uf domestic for San Mateo County. The committee

hillside ... Iistant wh1iS muffled by strains.
which is established under the United

sprin Iain ... Thtn string of shaggy cattle Both Bitinis. who iiiivd UI In lull States iepartient of Agriculture. 11e115

drill oUt of the densely wooded gully where froi \\ooclside several years a. slire administer federal rograis ainei at

they lli1VE spent the clay. Brown cows with CIfl1Oh1 interest iii agrieullui well inproviflg farniing iethods aixi con

long hair. long horns an1 sheejdog bangs sini1ar careers at Stanford wIicr they hut ii serving soil and wildlife.

slant SIfl\V UI vertical slopes vhicIi vork as behavioral scientists. i. Richard The coniiniltees proiote soil coil

IIa1 nwre suited to bil goats or B1iii. whose ianiily legall rancliiiig iii servation which benefits iint only ranchers

niountain SlIeI than cattle. Lowing back Napa iinty in l4lt. grew up in agriculture hut wildlife as vc1l. Dr. Blun explained.

and forth to their mothers. chunky calves and shares his wires views. Ic is vorking Every project has provision to help

pUUS. tilci bound along tile trail to catch social psychology and criminology projects provide water and cover for wildlife. By

up.
at Stanford Law School. cost-sharing the progranl gets people in-

OCOhUS. .. Cocobus. Ir. Fa Hluni He also 1eSigIlCl heir todcled terested in conservation anl teaches them

calls to tncourage her cattlenot in after an old California Irn. the saCioii how to do it. she said. This ear the

Scotland after all. hut on the steep slopes of house features caUicdral-like living loom committee is emphasizing drought relict

Langley lull just vcst of Skylineto COrn with large rock fireplace at onc end aiicl programs ained at improving and

and pose for photographer. Recognizing spectacular view 01 tlw hills and ocean at dispersing the dwindling water supplies On

that she loes not have any food for them. the other. The front cinor. inset with bronze the coastside.

the cows afll their calves do not approach plaques of libetan calendar wrought in But for the Blums these measures may

hut wander slowly up the misty hill to their intricate relief. sets the tone br the fine not be enough. Streams which should

evening grazing.
furnitme. orienud art works anl antique noriTlally be rushing in May are dry.

1r. Blunis cows are an ancient and ikons which decorate the interior. springs and wells are drying up. and tile

special breedScotch llighiand--and she is
1r. Eva Blum. who vorks part tinie at cattle drink about ten gallons per aninial

raising them for special and nlodern Stanford in programs oti crine. drugs. and per day. For herd of 30 this adds up to 300

reasons.
community studies. has recently been gallons per day which may be hard to find.

hardy. agile. healthy and gentle. elected by her icliow ranchers as the first Dr. Blum has still other areas of in-

Scotch Flighlaiid Cattl have tender and woman flCmie1 Of the Agricultural terest. \Vith SOflIC geologists fronl Stanford

and tile IJS Geological Survey. the Blums

lI 600 tree farmii Ilcar Saratoga Gap

which they manage as nature lresere

for timber and wikllifc. For awhile Ir. Eva

ilIum also workedi with the Institute of

Animal Behavior at the San Francisco Zoo

on reproduct ion of endangered species

But Dr. Blums real love is her cattle. DI BUM in work clothes

People who work with Scotch Ilighland
lmIIss her evcning walk to check

cattle really love theni. she said. Its tii lulls .iiid valleys around l.anglev

veryintense relationship. They never get lull Iir her herd of tcotcli llighlLnd

disease they never have calving cattle.

proilefllS they are very good mothers with

lots of very rich niilk. Blunl noted that

feed lots dont like them because of their Another conservation effort which Dr.

horns but those same horns are very ef- Blum advocates is the American family

ccti al kecpiiu tcyits .ifld otlui. lam niitself iinw an endangerad species.

predators away. Even the hides are at- rlhe reservoir for American traditions of

tractive as rugs amid bespreads. Dr. Blum hard work independence and personal

noted. integrity. Faillily farms are being ahan

One of the oldest nnd purest of beef cloned at rate of 2000 per month. The

breeds records of Scotch Highland cattle families move into the cities and increase

go back to tile twelth century Dr. Blum their load of urban unemployment and for

said. They still have great snob appetl in unguided offspring. delinquency. Dr. Blum

England where the Queen maintains fold said. However much American

at Balmoral amid tile shaggy brown cows agribusiness has contributed to low food

may be seen grazing around many of the costs. we caflhlOt pay the price of the ruin of

great homes and castles. the family farm. Dr. Blum went on.

lr. Blum noted the gentleness of the Tllese costs arising from farm migration

Scotch Highland cattle goes back to tile are hidden portion of the agribusiness

early days of Scotland when the cattle often food bill.

..

occupied the ground floor of thehouses and In San Maieo County. also. the

shared food with the fanlily. The cows livestock industry IS lying because tile

would be fed with the fanlilys gruel. and land is too expensive to buy for cattle

Ri I\ ill look ai iiiiit but oii Lolild tot lom -.Ii

thi bulls otiki Uflti ihute blood br tile using Dr B1um iid hi pe of hnd is

Blunis herl of ScoUli Highland cattleau alicient and urdv staim heiii
gruel. Because they shared such close excellent br raising cattle ii it weren so

raisrcl oil the sttI hills of the uastside far from their rialive otiant. All ir.
cjuarters the cattle neededi to be bred for expensive.

The trouble is that its at-

Bluni ittle IN Ii Inlel from intient reek iiith mi rid
gentleniss Sonutiines thc ere takin on tractie th it cit llkr like 1ll-it lik.

Sunday picnis Dr. Blum said and Any to live here she said.

..

..
ornery b1 would be culled. by Marion Softky

tine-textured meat even though it is not

marbled with fat-amid cilolesterol--as are

tile comniofler strains of cattle which are

currently popular ii Lhi country.

1r. Blurn points Out these cattle matuer

more slowly an1 therefore are more

drought resistant than illost meat cattle.

They can eat poison oak. leaves and twigs

when the native grass becomes scarce. And

they are adept at crossing the high paths

amid cliffs hat are present on the coastside

as well as in Scotland.

llley are tender. Aild without

cholesterol and fat and waste. they are

healthier to eat. 1r. Blum said.

But Scotch Highland cattle are more

thIfl just ai exotic. picturesque breed.

lhey are also primitive strain which

could provide seed bank of genetic

iaterial that is hardy and adaptable. Dr.

Bluin views such herds as conservation

measure in themse1ve. lhey can form

reserve stock for world food supplies in

case new diseases or environillental threats

wipe out the more delicate and exotic

strains now in fashion

Lr. Blum and her husband. Richard.

live on the 40-plus acre Volcano Rand --

nanledi because of its location on the slopes

of Langley Hill viiicIi. together with the

mieignboring dindeg Hill is long extinct

VolcailO. Here their herd of some 30 Scotch

Flighland cattle graze on 250 acres of their
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